Farmers and those in Fuel Poverty will Suffer from Drop in Carbon Tax, Says Murphy
Niall Murphy
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The recent protests at our docks and roads brought the carbon tax into focus as one of
the demands of the protesters, and also a key demand of Independent Ireland.

Green Party candidate for the bye-election, Niall Murphy, has expressed concern that
this has set a precedent, “Delaying the carbon tax reduces support for farmers and the
most vulnerable.

“32,000 homes have been upgraded, free-of-charge, under the Warmer Homes
scheme, which is funded by carbon tax,” he points out. “It’s available to people in
receipt of welfare payments in seven categories and it ensures that they stay warm.

“As oil prices surge, those homes are using less oil. We need the carbon tax to continue
to protect those most vulnerable and to reduce dependency on imported fossil fuels.

“Similarly, the carbon tax funds farmers in receipt of payment from the ACRES scheme.
Itis helping farmers to move to more sustainable farming methods. Calls to scrap the
carbon tax are calls to scrap these schemes that benefit small farmers and vulnerable
households.”

While the government initially took the position that the carbon tax could not be
touched, it later bowed to pressure and deferred the scheduled increase from its
original date on May 1°t until October.

“Parties such as Independent Ireland claim to represent rural and the less well-off
members of society but attacking the carbon tax is actually an attack on a subsidy for
farmers and those suffering fuel poverty,” says Mr. Murphy

“The motivation behind emphasising the carbon tax over other taxes seems to be part of
an agenda of denying climate change. By holding the government and the country to
ransom, then protesters have set the precedent that this tax is up for grabs and we can
expect further calls for it to be reduced in future”.

Niall Murphy says removing the carbon tax would only reduce a litre of petrol by 16.35¢
and a litre of diesel by 18.74c.

“It is important to realise that the carbon tax is a fixed amount per tonne of CO2. It is not
a percentage. If we did not have annual reviews of the carbon tax then inflation would
mean that the carbon tax would fall as a percentage. Each annual review is an
opportunity for populists to suggest that there is something unfair about this increase.”

Niall Murphy is conscious that the carbon tax is politically unpopular



“l would have preferred if they had called it a pollution tax, so that people would
understand that it is addressing a problem we all want to solve.”

ENDS.
For further information, contact Niall Murphy -
Editor’s Note

Photos of Niall Murphy available at
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/b5dgng0qgp1ev8ho/AADAIN8nplwvZ02Wxgyn-VIKa?d(=0

WARMER HOMES SCHEME - Eligibility
Fully Funded Energy Upgrades | Home Energy Grants | SEAI

You must own and live in the home. It must be built and occupied before 2006 and
finally, you must receive one of the following welfare payments to be eligible:

e Fuel Allowance

o Job Seekers Allowance for over six months and have a child under seven years of

age
¢ Working Family Payment
e One-Parent Family Payment
e Domiciliary Care Allowance
e Carers Allowance and live with the person you care for
¢« Disability Allowance for over six months and have a child under seven years of

age

Irish Fuel Prices: April 2026

Petrol Diesel
Pump price 191.00c 214.00c
Price before taxes, levies and charges 82.67c 110.59c¢
Breakdown of taxes, levies and charges:
1. Excise* 54.18c 42.57c
2. NORA** 2.00c 2.00c
3. Carbon Tax 16.35¢ 18.74c
4. Better Energy*** 0.08¢c 0.08c
5. VAT (23%) 35.72¢ 40.02¢
Total taxes, levies and charges 108.33¢ 103.41c

Total taxes, levies and charges as % 57% 48%


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/b5dgnq0qp1ev8ho/AADAiN8nplwvZ02Wxgyn-VlKa?dl=0
https://www.seai.ie/grants/home-energy-grants/fully-funded-upgrades-for-eligible-homes

